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—corresponding on the Left to Barres on the Right. But that
voice died in 1914, and the appeal to pure patriotism above
party divisions was not to be heard again, in such clarion tones,
until the third resurgence of the German danger in 1940. But
Charles de Gaulle had to make his appeal after defeat, and
four years were to pass before the idea took concrete form in an
all-party Provisional Government actually ruling France and
her Empire.
The second half of this evolution, and the connexion be-
tween French democracy and problems of national security
after 1918, will be more aptly considered later (Chapter V).
Suffice now to note the weakening of the impulse to demo-
cratic unity in face-of national danger. True, the main divi-
sions of opinion in France were concerned less with whether or
not France must defend herself in Europe against new dan-
gers, than with the precise degree of persistence with which
national grievances against Germany should be nursed. Dis-
pute was only about how far they should dominate French
foreign policy. There was, during the late nineteenth century,
little absolute pacifism even on the Left. The policy of colonial
expansion could be justified as much on grounds that it opened
up new reservoirs of man-power for recruitment into the
French armies in Europe, new naval bases and new sources of
raw materials for use in a future war, as on grounds of seeking
reconciliation with Germany. Pacifism crept into the outlook
of the Left only in the form of internationalism and the Inter-
nationals: in emphasis on the union of workers of all countries
to prevent imperialist wars, rather than on any conscientious
refusal to fight under any circumstances. Pacifism too, when it
came, was a political and social conception, rather than a
moral and religious doctrine. This became evident when the
final challenge came in 1914. French Socialists voted for war-
credits, and men like Peguy died bravely in the field, fighting
for nothing else than the defence of their own country. Com-
munism alone opposed the war absolutely: but it mattered
little in French politics until after the war.
Just as social or economic crises at home were met politi-
cally by the forming of particularly large coalitions—the Bloc

